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Pr ef ace

Thedevelopment ofAustralian Animal Welfare Standardad Guidelinefor Poultryis an
importantinitiative of allAustralian Governmesttoguidenew, nationally consistent policies to
enhance animal welfare arrangements in all Austrabtates and territoriesThe development
process is supported arfdnded by 8 Governmentsandthe major poultry industries

The standardsvill provide a basis for developing and implementing consistent legislation and
enforcement across Australia, and provide guidance for all people responsilpleuibry. They
are baed on current scientific knowledge, recommended industry pracindmainstream
community expectations.

The development of these standards is an important project for all commeiddry species
and at all points alonthe production supply chain.

These draftstandardswere developed in consultation with state and territory governments,
livestock industry organisations, animal welfare groups and the general public under the
auspices of the Animal Welfafieask GrouAWTG)Thedraft standards were diided by a small
drafting group, supported by a widely representatiakeholderAdvisoryGroup (SAGandin a
processmanaged by Animal Health AustralsHA)

Although the SAG has agreed to release the draft standards and guidelines for public comment,
it must be acknowledgethat this draft document does not necessarily represent the views of
all parties that contributed to it.

An important part of the process the preparation of a Regulation Impatatement (RIS}o
assess the proposed standards anluate the costs resulting from anges to existing
requirements.

Thesepoultry standards and guidelinegill replace the fdowing Model Codes of Practice:

1 Model Code of Practice for the Welfare of Animals: Domestic PolllEgition
SCARM Report 83

1 Model Code of Practice for the Welfare of Animals: Farming of Ostriches, Primary
Industries Report Series 84

1 Model Code of Practice for the Welfare of Animals: Husbandry of G&pddeEmus
Second EditigiPrimary Industries Report Series 90

The preparatin of thesedraft standards represents a significant investment by all parties,
especially members of the draftilyoupandthe SAGTheir efforts argratefully
acknavledgedby AHA

Public Consultation

An extensive consultation press willbe undertaken ARISor the draft poultry $andards and
guidelines has been releasealpng with these prposed standards andugdelines for comment.
The RIS evaluates seven options that were identified by the SAG. The RIS does not select a
preferred opton at this stage; that will be done after public consultation. A full list of the RIS
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public consultation questions asked in the RIS is provided after the RIS summary (answering
these questions is optional in written submissions).

Assessment of submissie from the public consultation process will give consideration to;
9 the extent to which suggestions strengtherettent and objectives of theandards
1 the volume and variety of respers making similar suggestions
9 form letters will be considered ggoviding a collective submission

9 anticipated benefits or adverse impacts if submitted suggestions were to be
implemented

1 the viability of implementing any suggested change.

The main decisiomaking principles used for developing the draft standards arensure the
standards are:

9 desirable for livestock welfare
9 feasible for industry and government to implement
9 important for the livestockvelfare regulatory framework, and
1 achievethe intended outcome for livestock welfare.
Next stepsfollowing public consiltation

After the 90 day consultation period, an independent consultant will provide a report on public
submissions to AHA. AHA will provide the submissions report to AWTG for review and comment
and to the drafting group, who will make any necessary chang the draft standards and
guidelines document.

The revised standards and guidelines document and submissions report will then be provided to
the SAG for discussion aadvice to AWTGThe RIS consultant will commence work on the

draft Decision RIS, wdh will include recommendation of a preferred option identified in the
consultation RIS or in the public consultation period.

The draft Decision RIS, revised proposed final standards and guidelines and submissions report
will be providedo AWTGThe S& will also get the opportunity to comment on the documents
and provide advice to AWTGnceAWTGhas endorsed the documents, these will be

progressed for approval toftice of Best Practive Regulation (OBPRgndorsement by the

Agriculture Senior Officials Committé&GSOGInd for noting or endorsement by the

I ANRX Odzt G dzZNB @GMIN)a G§ SNA Q C2 NJzY

It is then a policy decision for each state and territory jurisdiction to implement the poultry
standards in leiglation as they see fit.
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Purpose

The purpose of this document is state standards and guidelindsr the welfare ofall poultry
in AustraliaThe document informs all those with responsibilities for the care and management
of poultry.

Thestandardsprovide the basis for developing and implementing consistent legislation and
enforcement across Australia, and direction for people responsible for poultry. They reflect
available scientific knowledge, current practice and community expectations

The poultry standards and guidelines may be reflected in the indistsed qualityassurance
programs that may include poultry welfare provisions.

In May 2009, gmaryindustriesministerstook the positionthat guidelines regardless of their
purpose in existingodes and the newstandards andyuidelines documentsyill not be
regulated.

In particular agreement was reached that:

lff FdzidzNBE NB@GAaAizya 2F az2RSt / 2RSa | yR W! dzai
documents must pvide a number of:
a.Of SIFNJ SaaSyadalrf NBldANBYSyida o6wWaidl yRI NR&
be verified and are transferable into legislation for effective
regulation, and

b. guidelines, to be produced concurrently with the standards but not
enforced inlegislation, to be considered by industry for
incorporation into national industry QA along with the standards.

This document is part of a series of standards and guidelines, each of which brings together
welfare standards and guidelines for a particulpeaest in this casepoultry.

Scope

The standards will apply to g@oultry in Australia PoultryCare defined within this doamentas
the followingbird specieseared or bred in captivity

f chickens
ducks
emus
geese

guinea fowl

= == =4 =4

ostriches
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partridges

pheasants

ol

il

1 pigeons
1 qualil
|l

turkeys
The standards apply to all those responsible for the care and managempotikdy’.

These standards and guidelines should be considered in conjunction with other requirements
for livestock, and related Commonwealth, sta&nd territory legislation, including:

1 for farming enterprises model codes of practice or standards and guidelines
for livestock species, saleyards, livestock processing (slaughter) establishments
and theAustralian Standards for the Export of Livestock

1 for transportt the Australian Animal Welfare Standards and Guidelmkand
Transport of Livestoglustralian Standards for the Export of Livestigkstock
health and biosecurity requirements, and regulated livestock loading schemes
and driver regutions

1 Slaughtering; Model Code oPracticefor the Welfare of Animals Livestock at
Slaughtering Eablishments

9 Food processing standardsstandard for Poultry Meat (Standard 4.2a2d
Standard for Eggs and Egg Products (Standard 4.2.5)

9 for research and teaching purposesAustralian Code for the Care and Use of
Animals for Scientific Purpos&th edition, 2013

Where legislation requires a higher standard than these standards, the higher standard will
apply. Where there is a conflict with another standard in meeting the livestock welfare
standards, the welfare of livestock must be the first consideration unles®ts avork health
and safety requirement.

Cruelty and unacceptable animal welfare practices can be prosecuted under cruelty and
aggravated cruelty offence clauses in animal welfare legislation. For exafmi#ry must not
be allowed to die from lackf feed or wate©

Advice or assistance with welfare management and disease control is available from state and
territory departments of agriculture, locally based private consultants or veteringréans

appropriate. These Australian standards and glid¢lS &4 R2 y 203G SYRSI @2 dzNJ G 2
LINJ Ohiedads&t &3 often too difficult to reflecknownregionaland speciesariation There

are otherindustry andgovernmentdocumentsto better communicate these industry practices

that also consider regiom&ariations.

1 Exhibition poultry: Standards and Guidelines Part Ayafipkexhibition poultry. Because of the diversity
of species and breeds, Part B Standards and Guidelines do not necessarily apply to exhibition poultry.
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Development process

Each document in the series Afistralian Animal Welfare Standards and Guidelinggoduced
followingthe sameoverallprocess Production of the daament is undertaken by a drafting
group and guided by stakeholder advisorgroup that includes appropriate representation
from industry, government and nongovernmeurganisations.

Standards areinderpinned by sciendeased on references identified through a review of
relevant scientific literatte, a processhat helps to ensur¢hat the standards are scientifically
valid.Nevertheless, it must be acknowledged thaterpretation of animal welfare science is
influenced by the worldview and convictions (values) ofititdvidualreader(Green and Mellgr
2011) Thisinterplay of values and science can lead to people drawing different conclusions
about the same piece of animal welfare sciend@@rough a public consultation process, the
community, industry, government and any other relevant stakeholders ar@ gigportunities

to comment on drafts of the standards and guidelines docursent

A Regulation Impact&ement (RIS) is also prepared for the standandghé documenf The
RIS document, along with these draftandards and guidelines documenrase madeavailable
in print and on the interneat www.animalwelfarestandards.net.au

Thefinal documentswill be provided to state and territory jurisdictions and industry bodies, for
referencing in relevariegislation ando be available fomcorporation into indusy quality-
assurance programs.

Interpretation
Thisdocumenthas two parts:
1 Part At general standardandguidelines that apply to all poultry

1 Part Bt specific standardandguidelines foleach species of poultrexcept
exhibition poultry)

1 Each chapter in Parts A and@&htains the following information:
1 Heading

1 Animal welfare objective the intended outcome(s) for each section of the
standards and guidelines.

i Standards the animal weflare requirements designated in this document
(i.e.the requirements that must be met under ldar livestock welfare
purpose$. The standards are intended to be clear, essential and verifiable
statements. However, not all issues are able to be well ddfimescientific
research or are able to be quantifieficience cannot always provide an
202S0GAGS 2NJ LINBOAAS Faalcenseyusnfiyi 2F Ly | yA

2The primary purpose of regulatory impact statements is to ensure that the economic and social costs
and benefits of regulatory proposals are examined fully so [government] and members of the community
can be satisfied that the benefits of the regulations exceed the costs.
(http://www.justice.nsw.qgov.au/justicepolicy
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whereappropriate science is not availabtae standards reflect a value
judgement that hago be made for some circumstancestandards use the

g 2 NR UWhegizirdipfedented in a box and are numbenétt the prefix W { Q @
The use ohyperlinksin the standards indicate a defined term.

1 Guidelines the recommended practices to achieve desiradtgémal welfare
2dzi O2YSad DAdzARStf Ay Sa dzaS (GKS 62NR WwWakKzdzZ RQ
Noncompliance with one or more guidelines will not constitute an offence under
law.

1 Notest explanations of the context of the standards and guidelines

1 Definitionsg are described in the glossadurisdictions may vary in their definition
of specific terms under their animal welfare legislation. Every endeavour has been
made to adopt terms that haveationwideapplication. Readers are urged to check
the relevant defiitions under the relevanlegislation to their jurisdiction

Further detail on livestock management practices can be found in other industry and
government publications.

tfSFasS y2GS (GKS dzasS 2F WI LISNEPReRo2 NYSHIYy AISNE2Y A
anyone interacting directly with poultry. The reference can bentre than one person (plural)

FYR y2G 2dzAad + &aLISOATAO LISNER2Yy® | aS 2F WI LISNEZ2Y
shared and may extend along a hierarchy of agamentto include all levels of management

and ownership as appropriae Ly O2y (i N} &G {KS udidyhatesitaiaK S LISNRAR 2 Y
single, specific person.

Some standards describe thequiredwelfare outcome without prescribing the exact actions
that must be done.

¢KS OQONRA| paleyQé S&EFEHKE RIFGSYGALIf T2 Noulbryintal OG2NJ G2 |
way that causes pain, injury or distresgpmultry. The outcome could include hypothermia,

heat stress, dehydratig exhaustioninjury, dsease or deathlIsks can be managed by

undertakingeasonable actiorf@o prevent or reduce thin.

I WNBlFaz2ylroftS FOGA2yoanQ FNB GkKz2asS | OdAaz2ya NBILN
person in the circumstances to address a problem, as deterthby accepted practice and by

other similarlyexperienced people. It is not intended that all reasonable actions are described in

this document.

Ly GKS O2yGSEG 2F GKS&S aidl yRFNRA&Z GKS GSN¥Y Wi
the time-framethat would be expected by a reasonable person with the relevant knowledge,

skills and experience in the managemenpofiltry given the urgency of the situation in relation

to the welfare ofpoultry.

Principles for poultry welfare

Poultryin Australia are managedd a range ofarmingsystems including cage, barn and free
range.
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In achieving improved welfare outcomes envisaged bysthedards, it is important thiapeople
responsible for poultnhave the necessary knowledge, experience skitls to undertake the
various procedures and meet the requirements of sendards, in a manner thahinimises
the risk topoultry welfare.

Adherence to good animal husbandry principles is essential to meet the welfare requirements
of animals. Goodhusbandry principleshat also meet the basic physiological and beloaral
needs ofpoultry include

T
T
T

=A = =4 =4

References:

a level of nutrition adequate to sustain good health anelfare
access to sufficient water of suitable quality to meet physiological needs
social contact wh other poultry

space to stand, lie and stretch theitngs andimbsand perform normal
patterns of behaviour

handling facilities, equipment and procedurtBst minimise stress to the
poultry

procedures taminimise the risk ofpain, injuryor disease
provision of appropriate treatment including humak#lingif necessary
minimisingthe riskof predation

provision of reasonable precautions against extremes of weather and the
effects of natural disasters

selectionof poultry appropriate for thefarmingsystemand the level of planned
bird management to be provided

assessient ofthe need to undertake angnanagemenprocedureghat may
result in significant shotterm painor distressagainst alternative strategies for
the longterm welfare of thepoultry

undertaking anymanagemenprocedures required for planned bird
management in a manner that reduces the impact of these procedures and
minimises risks tpoultry welfare

Innovative husbandry and housing systems which enhance bird welfare should
be encouraged, and applied to commercial egg farming as practical.

Green TC and Mellor DJ (2011) Extending ideas about animal welfare assessments to include
WijdzZ t AGe 2F tAFSQ YR NBfIGSR O2y-my6LJiad bSy
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PartGeAnesahndards and gui
al | species of Poul
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1 Responsi bi

Objectives

A person knowslteir responsibilities for poultryelfare and isableto perform the required tasks to
minimise he risk to the welfare of poultry

Standards

ALl A persormmust takereasonable actions to ensure the welfarepafultry under their care.

SAl.2 A person involved in any part of poultry production mustdoepetentto perform their
required task, or must be supervised by a competent person.

Guidelines

GAl.1 Elemants of responsibility for poultrynanagement should include:
1 understanding the stadards and guidelines for poultwyelfare
1 obtainingknowledge of relevant animalelfarelaws

T understandingpoultry behaviour

1

planning and undertaking actions for the enterprisameetthe welfare sandards
and address contingenciéisat may arise

E]

assesmg thequantity, quality and continuity of feed and water supply
1 handling to minimise stresand using facilities and othegaipment appropriately

1 undertaking hygienic practicdsr managemenproceduresn a manner that
minimises the risks tpoultry welfare

1 understarding and followingraccinationchemical andnedicationtreatment
instructions forpoultry

1 identifyingdistres&d, weak, injured or diseasggbultry, and taking appropriate
action

I maintainng appropriate records
1 knowledge of local patterns of diseasgedbiosecurity practices to prevent disease

1 killingpoultry by appropriate methods, dnave access tthe assistance of someone
who iscapableand equippedo kill themappropriately

GAl.2 Owners, managers and stockpersons shdnalde an appropriate staff induction program
periodicallyreview existing practicesandbe aware ohew developmentsnd training
relevant to the welfare opoultry.

GA1.3 Operational procedureshould bedocumented and implemented
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GAlL4 Documentary evidence of staff training and/or competesbeuld bemaintained
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2 Feed va der

Objective
Poultryhave access to feed and water to minimise the risk to their welfare.

Standards

SA2.1 A personin chargemustensurepoultry havereasonableaccesto adequate and
appropriate feedand watet

SA2.2 A person in charge must ensureyitry, other than newly htchedpoultry or where skip
a-dayfeedingis acceptablgfor broiler breederyhave access to food at least once in each
24 hour period.

SA2.3 A person in charge must ensypeultry, other thanpoultry less than 3 days ojthave
reasonableaccess to drinking water at least once in each 24 hour period.

SA2.4 A person in charge must ensumewly hatchedooultry are provided withfeed andwater
within 60 hours oftake-off or 72 hours following takeff if provided with hydrating
material

SA2.5 A person in charge must ensure that feed and watermoyidedto poultryin ways that
prevent undue competition and injury.

SA2.6 A person in charge must ensure pouléycept for emus and ostricheser4 days oldare
not deprived of feed for morehtan 12 hoursprior to depopulationor pick up

SA2.7 A person in charge must ensuieeding and watering systenase checkeddailyto ensure
all poultry have access to feed and water.

Guidelines
Feed

GA2.1 Feed supply for poultry should minimise harmfugtabolic and nutritional conditions,
and be based on:

I age,body weight, and/or fat/body condition score

i extra demands associated with growth and exercise

1 prevailing/predicted weather conditions.
GA2.2 The interval of time from hatching to first feed addnk should be as short as possible.
GA2.3 Feed particle size should be appropriéde the age and size of the bird

GA24 Poultryaccess to contaminated and spoilt feed, toxic plants and harmful substances
should be avoidedr managed

GA25 Feeders shald becleaned and maintainecegularly
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GA2.6
GA2.7

GA2.38

GA2.9
GA2.D

Water

GA2.1

GA2.12
GA2.13

GA2.14

GA2.15

Feed should be carefully assessed for suitability and safety.

Unless being used to induce moultingjor changes in diet should be introduced over an
appropriate length of time and be closely monitored.

Feedquality andnutrients should beonsideredf poultry display negativer abnormal
behaviours (e.g. injurious feather pecking, cannibalism)

Flock growth rates should be monitored regularly.

Feeding and watering design, pasit andheight should allow all poultrgccess to feed
and water with minimal effort and using normal posture.

Assessment of water requirements for construction of poultry watering facilities should
consider:

T daily requirements and total annusgquirement

1 flow rates needed for peak, sheteérm demand

9 constructonto prevent temperature builelp

1 quality and biosecurity risk.

Water within drinker lines should be regularly flushed and monitored.

Uncontrolled water sources (e.gores.damsopen stock troughs, creeks) used as
drinking water sources should be treated as appropriate to improve quality and minimise
biosecurity risks.

Medicated water systems should be closely monitore@nsurepoultry are correctly
dosed.

Water should be available up to thstart of pick up
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3 Ri sMkanagemenetx torfe me
weat hemat ur al didsiasset aasrreg ,ur vy
angogredati on
Objective

Poultryare managed to minimise the impacttbieatsto their welfare includingextremes of
weather, natural disasters, diseadnjuryand predation

Standards

A3l A personin chargemust takereasonable actiont protect poultry from threats
includingextremesof weather, fires, floods diseaseinjury and predation.

SA3.2 A personin chargemustensure theinspecton of poultry daily, at a levelappropriate to
the managemensystem andhe riskto the welfare of poultry.

SA33 A personin chargemustensureappropriateactionfor sick, injured or diseasqubultry at
the firstreasonableopportunity.

SA34 A person must ensure poultry which are unable to access feed and water are treated or
killed as soon as possible.

SA35 A person in charge must ensure poylhave access to shelter from adverse weather that
is likely to cause heat or cold stress, and to minimise the risk of predation.

SA3.6 A person must ensure deambultry are removed and disposed af least dailyandin a
way that minimises disease risks

Guidelines
Contingency Planning

GA3.1 Gontingency planshouldaddressevents which could result in a potentially significant
welfare impacton poultry.

GA3.2 Plans to minimise risks fmultry welfare shouldnclude
1 emergency contact details
91 electrical powelor systemdailure
1 breakdown omechanical failure affetigfeed, water, ventilation

1 adverse weather specifically, conditions that predispopeultry to heat or cold
stress

i1 floodandfire

1 insufficient supply of feed or water
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9 diseaseoutbreakor injury
1 emergencykillingand disposal

1 other issues specific to the enterprisewultry beingmanaged.

Weather and natural disasters

GA3.3  Poultry handling should be minimised during extremely hot weather.

GA3.4  Poultry should be managed toinimise heat stresgigns ofwvhich may includganting,
wings outstretched) or cold stress (huddling).

GA3.5 Adequate firefighting equipment should lavailable andnaintainedfor all indoor
housing systems.

Inspections

GA3.6  Sufficient inspections shailibe undertaken during which temperature, light levels,
availability of feed, feeding systems, water and all parts of the ventilation system are
checked, and where problems are encountered, appropriate remedial action should be
taken toprotect the welfareof poultry.

GA3.7 Inspections should be documented.

GA3.8 Inspection should be done in such a way that poultry are not unnecessarily disturbed, for
example animal handlers should move quietly and slowly through the flock.

GA3.9 All alarm systemdirefighting equipment and emergency power supplies should be tested
regularly and test results documented.

GA3.10 Poultrydistribution and behaviour should be monitored during daily inspections and

corrective action should be taken to adjust light, temgteire or ventilation as required.

Diseaseand injury

GA3.11

GA3.12

GA3.13

Biosecurity programmes should be implemented. These programmes should address the
control of the major routes for disease and pathogen transmission:

1 direct transmission from other poultry, domestied and wild animals and humans
fomites (e.gequipment, facilities and vehiclgs

vectors (e.grodents andarthropodssuch as insecjs

aerosols

water supply

= == a4 -4 -2

feed.

Appropriate veterinary advice on poultry disease diagnosis, prevention or treatment
should be sought as required.

Mortalities, including culls, should beamitored and recorded
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GA3.14  Poultryshould be vaccinated to protect against likely infectious diseti$kere is a
significantrisk to the welfare opoultry.

GA3.15 Internal and external parasites should be monitored amehaged

GA3.5  Daily monitoring of poultry should occur to identify early signs of injurious pecking which
may include

pecking directed at the body feathers of other birds
vent pecking

feather eatng

feather damage or bare areas around the tail

signs of persistent aggression such as pecking directed at the head

= = 4 -4 -a -2

chasing other birds.

GA3.7 Feather pecking and cannibalism risk should be managed. Management methods, such as
the below may be considede

1 infrared beak trim at day old

reducing light intensity

providing foraging materials

madificationof nutrition and feeding practices
reducing stocking density

selecting the appropriate genetic stock

= = =4 -4 A -

isolation of affected birds
Lameness

GA3.B  Poultryshould be monitored foinciderce of lamenessandthe cause of lameness
investigatedand treated

Predators

GA3.19 Predator control programs should be implemented where predation is a significant risk.
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4 Faci | 1 ti es and

Objective

Facilities and equipment are appropriate to minimise the risk to the welfapoltry.

Standards

M1

SA4.2

SAML.3

SA4.4

SA45

A personin chargemust takereasonable actions the construction maintenance and
operation offacilitiesand equipment to ensure the welfare pbultry.

A person in charge must ensure latlusing systemare designed to allowoultry to
maintain a naturastandingposture

A person in charge must ensuspenings provided for poultry to access an outside are
aredesigned and positionetb;

1) allow the birdto maintaina normal postureand
2) not obstruct movement of birdsand
3) minimisethe risk of smothering or injury.

A person in charge must ensure any slatted, wire or perforated fla@sonstructed to
support the forward facing toegrevent entrapment and facilitate removal of manure

A person must ensure that poultry on perches are protected from excreta birds
perching above.

Guidelines

GAd4l

GAM.2

Facility constructiomr modificationshould take ito account
poultry behaviour

topography (location and drainage)

flood and fire risk

climate

purpose

spaceallowance

feedand waterrequirements

shade/shelter

surface materials
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cleaning and waste disposal.

Facilitiesshould be free of prisusions and obstaclebat are likelycause injury.
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GA4.3
GAd.4

GAMLS

Facilities should be subject to a pest (e.g. wild birds and rodents) control plan.

Amaintenance programmshouldin place for all equipmerif the failure of which can
jeopardisepoultry welfare.

Provision of environmental enrichment should be considered, taking into account
potential risks and benefits to poultry welfar&uch practices may inclugeovision of

1 bales of hay or straw
1 perches/barriers

1 objectsfor pecking

1 dustbathingmaterials

I aradio in sheds to accustopoultry to a range of noises and voices

Housedpoultry

GA4.6

GM.T7

GA4.8

GA4.9

GA4.10

Perches

GA4.1

GA4.12

GA4.B
GA4.4

Nests

Exposure of poultry tastimuli that might cause fear and distresisould be minimised
where possible. Ventilation fans, feeding machinery or other indoor or outdoor
equipment should be constructed, placed, operated and maintained in such a way that
they cause the least possible amountfefr and distress

All poultry shouldbe able to beinspected with ease (i.e. there is good access tpalltry
and sufficient lighting

Poultryshould have enough vertical and horizontal space available to stretch to their full
height and flap their wings.

When newbuildings are planned, existing buildings modified or equipment purchased,
advice on aspects that can affect welfare should be sought from suitably qualified and
experienced persons.

Where poultryare-brooded on wire, temporary supportive flooringatarial, such as
paper or matting, should be provided during the early brooding period.

If perches are provided they should be designed and fitted to reduce the risk of vent
pecking.

Where usederches should bdesigned and locatetd minimise the risk of injury when
mounting or dismounting perches

Perches should be withosharp edges.

Perching areas should be designed to alfmwltry to grip without risk of trappingheir
claws.
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GA4.15 Where nests are provetl, they should provide seclusion from the fl@id should be of
adequate size and number to meet the laying needs gdalltry, and ensurgoultry can
lay without undue competition.

GA4.16  If nest boxesare provided, theyshould be easily accessibledashould not be so high
above the floor level thapoultry may be injured when ascending or descending.

GA4.17  Nest litter, where used, should be kept clean, dry, friable and moisture adsorbent. Nest
liners should be kept clean and dry.

Outdoor areas

GA418 Access to the outdoors should meet the following requirements:

)l
T

T

openings should be of a height to allow birds to pass through using normal posture

design and position of openings should avoid birds being able touatdtre
movement of other birds

position of openings should allow the outdodisbe visible to birds at ground level
within the laying facility

the area around openings should be kept clean and well drained.

GA4.19 If rampsare providedthey should be made from neslip material, allow for imimal
effort and ease of bird movement and be cleaned after each batch.
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5 Management o f out door

Objective
Management of outdoor systems is appropriate to minimise the risk to the welfare of poultry.

Standards

SA.1 A person in charge musnsure that young poultry are adequately feathered before
access to an outdoor area.

SA.2 A person in charge musnsure poultrykept in housingvith access t@n outdoor area
have ready access to the shed and shaded areas.

SA.3 A person in charge musbt keep poultry on land which has become taminated with
poisonous plants ochemicals which cause disease to an extent which could seriously
prejudice the health of poultry.

SAH4 A person in charge mustke reasonable actions to minimise accesget anddrinking
water by wild birds

SA55 A person in charge must ensure that poultry are able to be confined as required in
compliance with housing standards to manage welfare risks to birds in the outdoor area.

Guidelines
GA5.1  The outdoor area shouldebactively managed and maintained to:
9 encourage birds to access all areas
provide birds with palatable vegetation
control disease and parasites

avoid injury or mortality

1

1

1

1 prevent land degradation
1 avoid accumulation of water

1 minimise contact with wildbirds
1 minimise the risk of fire.

GA52 A management plan for the outdoor area shoulddexeloped andollowed that covers
the management of:

9 risk of disease and parasites
1 drainage

i shelter and shade.
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GA5.3 Outdoor area enhancement should be providedatiow poultry to feel safe outdoors and
be encouragedo move away from théousingopenings.

GAS54 Poultry should be confined at night to mitigate predation and biosecurity risks.

GA55 Where there is a risk to the welfare of poultry due to the presence of a disease organism
on the outdoors area, every effort should be maderimimisethe risk tothe healthof
poultry.
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Objective
Lighting is appropriate to minimise the rigkthe welfare of poultry.

Standards

SA6.1 A person in charge must ensure thihe light intensity orpoultry must be adequate to
allow poultry and equipmento be inspected and any problens be identified.

SA6.2 A person in charge must ensure that tight intensity for youngpoultry for the first3 days
after hatchingis at least20 Lux

SA6.3 A person in charge must ensure that the light intensity for poultry is at least &rlLux
averageduring light periods.

SA6.4 A person in charge must ensure pioylare not exposed to continuous light or darkness in
any 24 hour periogégxcept on the day of pielsp (meat chickens) and meat chickens during
very hot weather

SA6.5 A person inlkarge must ensure poultry excefuir meat chickensemus, ostriches and qila
areexposed to at least 4 hours of continuous darkness within a 24 hour period.

Guidelines

GA6.1 Natural and artificial lightinghould beevenly distributed to facilitate the distribution of
poultry over the floor area and avoid overcrowding

GA6.2  Chicks up to 7 days osthouldhave a maximum light period of 23 hours in ahdr
period.

GA6.3 Enterpriseswhere-poultry are housed indooshouldhaveaccess to equipment to
measure light intensities and keep appropriate records.

GA64 Lighting shouldbe managed to avoid sldlen changes in light intensity

Proposed Draft Australianimal Welfare Standards and Guidest Poultry
Public Consultation Nov 2017
Page26 of 72

ng



7 Temper at uwventainidat |

Objective

Temperature andentilation is appropriate to minimise the risk to the welfare of poultry.

Standards

SA7.1 A person in charge must ensure airflow @athperature inenclosedhousing facilities
minimisesthe risk to poultry welfare fronmeat, cold, humidity, dust or noxious gases

SA7.2 A person in charge must ensure thaeamanically ventilated shedsave
1) a backup power supplyhat is testedweekly, and
2) automatic alarm systems to warn immediatelyvehtilation failure and

3) a system in place to respond and take action at the first reasonable
opportunity.

SA7.3 A person in charge mustonitor ammonia levels anensureimmediate corrective action is
taken if ammonia levels reach 20 ppm atblievel insheds

Guidelines
Temperature
GA71 Rapid changesitemperature should be avoided where possible.

GA72 Brooder areas should be piteeated before placement of day old pkry and the
temperature managed at a level that minimises the risk to the welfare of poultry.

GA7.3 Temperature and poultry behaviour should be monitored more frequently at maximum
stocking densities and during extreme weather conditions.

GA74 Corrective action should be taken immediately if signs of stress (sneezing, prolonged
panting and wing extension due to heat or huddling due to cold) are observed.

Ventilation

GA75 Extra attention should be paid to ventilation at maximum stocking densities andgd
extreme weather conditions.

GA7.6 Air quality parameters, such &smperature, humidity andammonia levels, should be
monitored and recorded on alaily basisPoultry should be monitored for eye and nasal
irritation that might indicate ammonia, dustr other air quality problems

GA7.7 Dust levels should be kept to a minimum by maiimitag appropriateventilation and
humidity levels and appropriate litter management.

GA7 38 Alarm systensin mechanically ventilated shegsould have:

1 backup power
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1 theability to detect if the shed temperature is too high or too low and if there is a
power falure in any power supply phase

1 appropriate setting so that alarms are easily heard

1 all-hours response availability with restoration of power or emergency ventiatio
within 15 minutes.
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8 Littamame ment

Objective
Wherelitter is usedmanagement is appropriate to minimise the risk to the welfare of poultry.

Standards

SA8.1  Where litter is useda person in charge must ensure litter material is suitable for the
species and of a good quality.

SA8.2 Where litter is useda person in charge must ensure the rislcoftamination of litter with
toxic agensis minimal.

SA8.3  Where litter is useda personin chargemustmanagelitter to avoid excessiveaking,
dustinessor wetnesghat impacts on the welfare gjoultry.

Guidelines

GA81 Where litter is reusedat the end of a batch, ghould be treated to address pathogen
loads and ammoniaoncentrations and be dry and friable at bird placement.

GA8.2  Where appropriatepoultry housed indoors should have accéss littered area, the
litter occupying at least one third of the ground surface in order for birds to forage and
dust-bathe. Litter should be at a deptkuitable to the species
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9 Handl i nduasmandry

Objective
Handling andhusbandrypractices are appropriate and minimise the risk to the welfarpanfltry.

Standards

SA9.1 A person mustnanage andhandlepoultry in amannerthat minimises pain, stress or injury
to birds

SA92 A person must ensure care is taken in catclgagltry to avoid creating panic and
subsequent injury or smothering of the birds.

SA9.3 A persormmustfree entrappedpoultry at the first reasonable opptunity andif possible
prevent this situatiorfrom recurring.

SA9.4 A person in charge must ensure that induced moulting is not routinely practiced.

SA9.5 A person in must ensure poultry areadequate physical condition #ndurean induced
moult if necessary.

SA9.6  Aperson in charge must ensure that poulinducedto moult are:
1) in adequate physical condition endureanother lay cycleand
2) not deprived offeed or water; and

3) not fed ahigh fibre/lowenergydiet for longer thar20 daysor body weight loss of
no more than 25%and

4) providedwith acalcium supplement

SA9.7 A person in charge must ensure that wherimgvand leg bandare usedthey arechecked
regularly and where necessary, loosenedemoved

SA.8 A persorother than a veterinariamust not perform pinioninggastrationor devoicingon
poultry.

SA99 A person must not perforrdesnooding or dubbing for cosmetic purposespoultry.

SA910 Aperson must only perform desnoodindubbing despurringandweb markingon day old
hatchlingsselected as potential breeders

SA911 A person must only perform toe trimming on day old hatchlings sedeas potential
breeders, &cept for emus and ostriggswhich may have toes trimmeah commercial
stockup to 5 days of age

SA912 A person must use appropriate pain relief whaarryingout surgical procedures on
poultry.

SA9.13 A persommust not pluck live poultry
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Beak trimming

SA9.14 A person must use appropriate tools and methods to titi@beaks of poultry.
SA9.15 A person must not remove more than ott@rd of the upperandlower beaks.
Blinkers

SA9.16 A person must not use blinkers aontact lenses on poultrynless under veterinary advice
Hatching systems

SA917 A person in charge must monitor hatching systems daily includingujaskstems and/or
alarms.

SA918 A person must monitor incubators at regular intervals during hatching and hatchlings t
are found outside the trays must be returned to the tray or placed in brooders as soon
possible.

SM.19 A person must treat hatchery waste, including unhatched embryos, quickly and effect
to ensure the rapickilling of all unhatched embryos.

SA9.20 Aperson in charge must ensure cull or surplus hatchlings awaiting disposal are treate

hat
as

vely

humanelyand are killed as soon as practicable

Guidelines
Handlingand management

GA9.1  The stocking density should be reviewed regularly and adjusted, according agehef
the bird, flock size, house or paddock conditions, behavioural needs and the likely
occurrence of disease.

GA9.2  Poultry should bemanaged at a stocking density that takes the following into account
growth rate

competition for space

access to feeers and water

air temperature and quality

humidity

litter quality

housing system

production system

biosecurity strategy
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genetic stock

Proposed Draft Australianimal Welfare Standards and Guidest Poultry
Public Consultation Nov 2017
Page31of 72



1 market age and weight.

GA9.3 Manual handling of poultrghould be kept to a minimum during stocking and
depopulation.

GA94 Apersonshould not carry more thad birds in each hand.

GA95 Poultry should be released by setting them down on their feet or from low heights that
enable them to land normally, feet first. Avoid releasing in such a way that requires flying.

GA9.6 Mechanical catchers, where used, should be designed, operated and maintained to
minimise injury, stress and fear to tiérds. A contingency plan is advisable in case of
mechanical failure.

GA9.7 Poultrythat areidentified as unfit oinjured before or diring the catching procedure
shouldbe humanelilledimmediately.

GA98 Wherepoultry are moved on conveyor belts, the maximum height difference between
consecutive conveyor belts should not exceed 40 cm.

GA99 Sex ratios in breeding flocks shouldrhenitored to ensure that there is not egssive
aggression or domination.

GA0.10 Qutting of feathersincluding the wing feathersom livebirds shouldnly be carried out
by a person who ibas the relevant experience, knowledge and skillhe procedue.

GM.11 Feathersshouldbe cut no closer than 10 ' mm to the bloodlines. Feathers without a ripe
bloodless clearance above the bloodIsigouldbe left on the bird.

Beak trimming

GMA.12 New, more humane technologies and methods for performing phyaltetations should
be adopted as they become available.

GA9.13  Beak trimming, when undertaken, should be done using an infrared beam within 3 days
of hatching.

GA9.14  If therapeutic beak trimming is required, it should be carried out by trained and skilled
personnel at as early an age as possible and care should be taken to remove the minimum
amount of beak necessary using a method which minimises pain and controls bleeding.

GA9.15  Alternative strategies for managing injurious (feather) pecking thiaimise the need for
beak trimming should be employed

Induced noulting

GA916 Where exceptional circumstances necessitate induced moustiagildonly be carried
out;

1 whenreplenishing a flock in event of a disease outbreak
1 where there is limitation ofivailable grower space

1 when there is limited availability of day old pullets
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GA917  Alternative strategies for inducing moulting that minimise the need for feed restriction
should beexplored

Identification

GA9.B Identification devices permanently eemporarily attached tgoultry should be
lightweight and safe to both the identified bird and to other birds in the flock.

Hatching systems
GA9.D  Steps should be taken to ensure that unhatched eaggkilled within the day of hatch.

GA920 Hatching tays with live young birds should be moved smoothly. Trays should be tipped to
remove chicks and unhatched residue in such a way that the birds do not pile or become
trapped.
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1 0Humanke | | i ng

Objective

Where it is necessary ill poultry (other than processing)t is done promptly, safely and
humanely.

Standards

SA10.1 A personin chargemustensure killingnethods forpoultry result inrapid death, orloss of
consciousnesdollowed by death while unconscious.

SA10.2 A person mushave the relevant knowledge, experience and skillsg@ble to humanely
kill poultry, or be underthe direct supervisiorf a person who has the relevant knowledg
experience and skillsinless:

o

1) the poultry are suffering and need to be killed to prevent undue suffering
and

2)there is an unreasonable delamtil direct supervisiorby a person who has
therelevant knowledge, experience and skillcomes available.

SA10.3 Apersonin chargeof poultry which aresuffering from severe distress, disease or injanyg
that cannot be reasonably treatemt which have no prospect of recovanust ensurehat
the poultry are killed at the first reasonable opportunity.

SA104 A person killingpoultry must take reasonablaction to confirm théird is dead.

Guidelines
GA10.1 Humanekillingprotocolsshould bedocumented
GA10.2  Acceptable methodshould be usedor the humane killing of poultrytheseare:

9 cervicaldislocationor decapitation for poultry less thabikgs

=

stunning by blunt trauma followed by decapitation debding out for poultry over 6
kgs

electrical stunning
gas usingarbon dioxide oa mixture of inert gases

captive bolt

= = =4 =9

firearm

1 immediate fragmentation/maceration for unhatched eggs and-dhdchicks

Note: Cervical dislocation involves partial separation of the head or brain from the spinal cord. The resulting
damage to the nervous system leads to cardiac and respiratory arrest and death. The method requires a high
degree of skill to be humane.
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GA10.3 When using gas, the procedure shouldsere the collapse of every biwdthin 35
seconds of exposut® the gasPoultryshouldremain in the gas for at least a furth2r
minutes following collapse

GA104 When using gases to kill poultaymixtureof inert gases with a modified atmosphere
containing at least 45% G@nd up to 80% CGhould be used.

GA10.5 Eyuipment that crushes the neck and methods of cervical dislocation that require
spinning or flicking of the bird by the head should not be used

Confirming death in poultry after humane killing

GA10.6 Three or more signs should be observed to determine whether the method used for
humane killing has caused death.

Note: Signs of death include:
1 loss of consciousness and deliberate movement incleiegnovement
T 16aSy0S 2F I O2NYySIt WotAyl1Q NBFtSE sKSy GKS
1 maximum dilation of the pupil
I absence of rhythmic respiratory movements for at Idastinutes
1 in case of cervical dislocation, manual verification of a clear gap of skirinatie neck area.
Bleeding out (exsanguination)
GA10.7 Bleeding out of unconscious poultry should be done using a suitable, Slzaig

Note:Bleeding out (exsanguination) is done by cutting the main blood vessels in the neck (neck cut).
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l11Poul aty sl aughtering est a

Objective
Processing of poultry is domeomptly, safely and humanely.

Standards

SA11.1 A persormustensure that poultry at a slaughtering establishment are treatednmaaner
that minimises handling and stress.

SA11.2 Aperson in charge must ensure killing methods for poultry result in rapid loss of
consciousness, followed by death while unconscious.

SA11.3 A person must ensure that if poultry are not fit for slaughter they wilkiled humanely

SA11.4 A person must ensure that devices which use blunt force to the head, pinch or crush the
spinal cord are not used to stun poultry.

SA115 A person in charge must ensure slaughtering establishments have a contingency plarn to be
used in case the main stunmgjrsystem does not work.

SA11.6 A person must ensure that if there is an extended delay in slaughtering, alternative
arrangements are made for slaught&ran alternative facility, dnumane killing.

SA117 A person must ensurdlgoultry held awaiting slughtering must be protected from direct
sunlight, radiant and reflected heat, and adverse weather such as rain and wind.

SAL1.8 Aperson in charge must ensure that the effectiveness of the stun is monitored and that
birds are dead prior to entering theader.

Guidelines

GA11.1 All holding areas should be managedallow adequate ventilatiore.g. corridors
between stacked crates.

GAl11.2 Allpoultryin holding areashould bechecked at a minimum of eve¥hours for welfare.
Checksshould berecorded on the daily monitoring form.

GA11.3 Contingency plans for stunnirstpouldinclude stopping processing and retyvaultry to
holding/growing areas, second electrical stunner, captive bolt etc.

GAll.4 The lairage at the processing plant shouldcbgered to provide shelter and shade and be
fitted with fans and misting eqpment to allow cooling of poultrgs required.

Shacklingr Electrical stunning systems

GA11l.5 The shackle should be able to accommodate the shanks of birds of different size and
weight without causing undue trauma to the birds.

GA11.6 If poultry are shackled they should baspended head downwards from shackle lines for
a short timeto allow them to settlebefore stunning
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GA11.7 Shackling of poultrghould occur in a purpose built areatlva maximum light level of 5
Lux.

GA11.8 If poultry are shackled lareast comforter should be installed from the end of the
shackling point to the stunner and be operating in a manner thaisdwt cause injury to
poultry.

Stunningt Electrical stunning systems

GAL.9 Poultryshould not be suspended from the shackling line for more Baminutesfor
domestic fowl and turkeykefore they are stunned.

GA11.10 Equipment and procedures fotusmining should ensure thgioultry are immediately
rendered unconscious wibut receiving prestun shocks.

GAll.11 Effectiveelectricalwater bath operation should include
9 effective earthing

1 properadjustmentof the water height in the water bath according to the size of the
bird

9 proper construction of the entry ramp

9 correct immersion of the birds in the water ramp

1 proper adjustment of the voltagandamperageto the age and size of the bird.
Stunningt controlled atmosphere systems

GA11.12 The module unloader should be checkedtra end of each batch of birds to ensure no
birds have fallen to the floor or are trapped in the loader unit. Fallen or trapped birds
AK2dzf R 6S SAGKSNI LI I OSR Ayi(2 GKS38nmadiatly a i dzyy A
killed.

GA11.13 Poultryshodd not'be subjected to the gas mixture until the correct concentration has
been reached.

GA11.14 Gas stunning units should have windows or other surreiieto allow observation of the
birds to verify that the gas mixture is rendering birds insensibla wiinimal distress.

Bleeding out

GA11.15 Bleeding out times prior to immersion foratding or prior to plucking should not be less
than 90 second#r domesic fowl and 2 minutes for turkeys.
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PartSpPecies standards and
poul try
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B1 Laying Chd cke

Standards

General standards in Part A also apply to minimise risk to the welfare of laying chickens.

SB1.1 A person in charge must not allow th&cretaof laying hens in cages to accumulate to the
stage that compromises poultry health and welfare.

SB1.2 A person in charge must ensure multi deck cages are arranged so that the poultry in the
lower tiers are protected from excreta from above.

SB1.3 A persm in charge must ensure poultry in cages are able to stand at a normal height. Cages
must be at least higher than the maximum height of all the poultry standing normally. The
height of all cages must be at least 40 cm over 65% of the cage floor area.

B14 A person in charge must ensure thigdr useable areas and any area occupied by feedin
and watering equipment and nest boxes, on one or more levels ensure that;

(=]

1) each level is easily accessible to the hens
2) headroom between the levels is at led&§tcm

3) all levels are accessible to stock workers to observe and reach birds which are
sick or injured

4) feeding and watering facilities are distributed to provide equal and readgss
to all hens; and

5) levels are sited so as nat toul birds below.

B15 A person in charge must ensure that after the training period, where hens are housed
under artificial light, lighting schedules must provide a minimur leburs of continuous
darkness in each 2dour period.

Stocking Densities&ge Systems

SB16 A person in charge must ensure that all caged laying chickens welgbintnard.5 kg live
weight have the following minimum acceptable space allowances

Birds per cage Minimum cage floor area per bird
3 or more birds (<2.4 kgs) peage 550 cn?

3 or more birds (&= 2.4 kgs) per cage 600 cn?

2 birds per cage 675 cnt
Single bird cages 1000 cm

3 Laying chickens include birdsdllus gallusbeing reared and managed for table egg production, but do not
include birds being reared and managed for purposes of breeding laying chickens (see Part B3)
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NB: Floor area is measured in a horizontal plane and includes the area under the egg/waste baffle and
the area under the drinkingipples and ve¢rough for water.

Maximum acceptable live weight density for rearing layindjets is40 kg live weight per fitage
floor area.

SB17 A person in charge must ensure that all laying chickens weighing drankgrelive weight
do not exced the following stocking densities:

Birds per cage Maximum live weight per unit of floor
3 or more birds per cage 46 kg/n?
2 birds per cage 40 kg/nt
Single birds cages 26 kg/n?

NB: Floor area is measured in a horizontal plane and incluéesréta under the egg/waste baffle
and the area under the drinking nipples and-exigh for water.

Maximum acceptable live weight density for reariagihgpullets is40'kg live weight per Atage
floor area.

Stocking Densities Nog Caged Systems

SB18 A person in charge must not exceed a stocking density of 30°Kgieasured as bird
density in the useable area) for rearing laying pullets and for managing adult laying
chickens.

SB1.9 A person in charge must provide nest boxes for layer hens in teyniaged systems.

Guidelines

General guidelines are also recommended in Part A to minimise the risk to the welfare of laying
chickens.

GB1.1 The slope of the floor should not exceed 8 degrees. Where mesh floorisgdsthe
mesh size shoulde less tlin25mmx 25 mm.

Lighting

GB1.2  The lighting system should provide a minimum period of 8 hours continuous artificial or
natural lighting per day and a minimum period7dfiours continuous darkness (with all
lights off) to be provided at night, in eve?#-hour period. The exception to this is during
extreme heat where feeding birds during cooler parts of the day may be required to
reduce the risk to their welfare.

GB1.3 The light intensity measured at bird head height across the laying facility, daerght
period,should beat least10 Lux.

Litter

GB14 For tiered systemsjnless the poultry can access outdoor ardsslitter area should
provide sufficient space to allow at least one thaftthe flock to forage and dudiathe at
any one time.
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GB15 When using litter poultnghould be given continuous access to litter as soon as possible
but no later than3 weeks following placement allowing for a period in which to train
birds to use the nests.

Nest boxes

GB16 Where nestsare provided there should be a sufficient number of appropriatedized
nests for the strain and number of hens in each group.

GB17 Hens should be provided with a minimum of one single nest for every 7 birds or 1m?2
nesting boxareafor every 120 birds.

GB18 Nest boxes shdd be enclosed and provide a suitable floor substrate to encourage
nesting behaviour.

GB19 Nest box flooring should not consist of wire or plasti@ted wire.
GB1.D Nest boxes should be kept clean and operational.
GB1.1  Where used during nest boxaining, nest box lighting should:
1 only be turned on in the morning
1 Dbe turned off in the afternoon
1 not be used once birds have learnt to lay in the nest.
GB1.2  Where electric wires are used along walls and corners to prevent floor eggs, these should:
1 only be turned on in the morning during nest box training
9 be turned off in the afternoon
1 not be used once birds have learnt to lay in the nest.

GB1.B Where a large number of floor eggs are foyetforts should be madéo identifyif there
is a problenwith the nest boxesand to rectify the problem if possible

Perches
GB1.#  Perches should be provided at all times.

GB1.5 Perches should be provided at not less than 15 cm per bird unless a producer is able to
demonstrate that this would obstruehovement of birds and people throughout the
laying facility in which case no less than 7.5 cm per bird is permitted.

GB1.5 Perches should be constructed and positioned to:
1 be raised above and not flush with floor areas
i allow birds to access them
91 allowbirds to stand in a normal posture
T LINPGARS | O2YF2NIIFofS &adzlll2NI F2NJ 6KS 04N
1

minimise the risk of injury
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Veranda

GB1.7

GB118

GB119

GB1.2

1 prevent vent pecking by birds below and/or behind

1 minimisesoilingof birds below

Birds should be given accessthe veranda as soon as possible but no later tBareeks
following placement allowing for a period in which to train birds to use the nests.

The veranda should be designed and constructed to provide shade, natural light and good
airflow.

The usable floor area of the veranda should provide sufficient space to allow at least one
third of the flock to forage and dudtathe at any one time.

The roof of the veranda should be waterproof.

Outdoor Area

GBl.a

GB1.2
GBl1.3

GB124

GB125
GB1.26

Birds should at least have dailgcess to the outdoor area immediately after the egg
laying period. The exceptions to this are durnimguitableweather conditions, while

training birds to use the nests, under direct veterinary advice, during treatment specified
in the Veterinary Healtllan, or on the day of depopulation.

A daily record specifying the date and times of access to the outdoor area should be kept.

At least 8m2 of natural and/or artificial overhead shade/shelter per 1000 birds should be
provided and distribted across the outdoor area.

Birds should be observed to be using shade/shelter structures and action taken to modify
facilities if use is deficient.

Feed and drinking water should not be provided in the outdoor area.

The opening thaprovides access between indoor and outside areas (pop hole) should be
at least 35cm high and 4@m wide with a combined total width of all openings being 2
metres for each 1,000 birds.

Colony Cages

GB127
GB128
GB129
GB130

GB131

A colony cage height should be at least 45ather than in the nest area.
A scratching area should be provided in colony cages.
Suitable claw shortening devices should be fitted in colony cages.

The scratch pad area should be sufficient to allow all poultry to exhibit foraging
behaviour.

All hens in colony cages should have access tolzhtking material.
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B2 Me at c hi“cker

Standards

General standards in Part A also apply to minimise risk to the welfare of meat chickens.

PB2.1 A person in charge must ensure that after 7 days of age, lighting patterns must encou}age
activity and provide a minimum period of 4 hours of continuous darkeash day except
on the day of pickugmeat chickens) and meat chickens during very hot weather

SB2.2 A person must not routinely undertalsairgicalprocedures such as beak trimming, on
meat chickens

Maximum acceptable live weight densities for Meat Chickens (Noaged Systems)

SB2.3 A person in charge must not exceed the following stocking deasor meat chickens:

Housing Type Minimum Requirements Maximum Density

Tunnel ventilated or Evaporative cooling system capable 40 kg/nt yearround

extractive systemstc. of 1 air exchange per minute

Other mechanically ventilated Stirring fans 40 kg/n?in winter
Water-based cooling system 36 kg/ntin summer

Nonmechanically 28 kg/nt yearround

ventilated

NB: Winterg is pick up occurring betweenAbril and 30 September

Summerg is pick up occurring between 1 October and 31 March

Guidelines

General guidelines are also recommended in Part A to minimise the risk to the welfare of meat
chickens.

GB2.1  Catching of meat chickens should be carriedunder dim or blue light.

GB2.2  Where slatted or perforated plastic flooring is used, the smaller of the dimensions of the
gaps or perforationshouldbe no greater than 25 mm.

4Meat chickens include biedGallus galluspeing reared and managed for meat production purposes and do

not include birds being reared and managed for the purpose of breeding meat chickens (see Part B3). While
meat chickens in Australia are currently reared and managed usingnonigaged systems of husbandry, this

Part should not be interpreted as precluding the future use of innovative husbandry systems offering improved
animal welfare outcomes.
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GB2.3  Feed and drinking water should not be provided in the outdoor area.

GB2.4  Theopening that provides access between indoor and outside g hole) should be
at least 35cm high and 4@m widewith a combined total width of all openings being 2
metres for each 1,000 birds.
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B3 Meat and Laying Chicke

Standards

General standards in Part A also apply to minimise risk to the welfare of meat and laying chicken
breeders.

SB3.1 A person in charge must not allow tke&cretaof chicken breeders in cages to accumulat
to the stage that compromises poultry health and welfare.

D

SB3.2 A person in charge must ensure multi deck cages are arranged so that the poultry in the
lower tiers are protected from excreta from above.

SB3.3 Aperson in charge must ensure poultry in cages are able to stand at a normal height.|Cages
must be at least higher than the maximum height of all the poultry standing normally. The
height of all cages must be at least 40 cm over 65% of the cage floor area.

SB3.4 A person in charge must ensure, in relation to useable areas on one or more levels ofja
multideck cage and for any area occupied by feeding and watering equipment and nest
boxes that:

1) each level is easily accessible to the hens
2) headroom baween the levels is at least 45 cm

3) all levels are accessible to stock workers to observe and reach birds which are
sick or injured

4) feeding and watering facilities are distributed to provide equal and ready access
to all hens; and

5) levels are sited as to minimise the risksoflingbirds below.

$B3.5 A person in charge must ensure that after the training period, where hens are housed
under artificial light, lighting schedules must provide a minimur ladurs of continuous
darknes in each 24our period.

B3.6 A person in charge must ensureeat and laying chicken breedease not lifted or carried
by the head, neck, wings, feathers or tail feathers unless otherwise supported by the
breast exceptif lifted and carried by the basa both wings

SB3.7 Nest boxes must be provided during the egg production phase.
Stocking DensitiesCaged Systems

SB38 A person in charge must ensure that all caged chicken breeders weighing up to 4.5 kg live
weight have the following minimuracceptable space allowances:

5Breeders include bird$3allus gallugbeing reared and managed for purposes afdating either laying
chickens or meat chickens.
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Birds per cage Minimum cage floor area per bird

3 or more birds (<2.4 kgs) per cage 550 cn#t
3 or more birds¥/=2.4 kgs) per cage 600 cn?
2 birds per cage 675 cn?
Single birds cages 1000 cn?

NB Floor area is measured in a horizontal plane and includes the area under the egg/waste baffle and
the area under the drinking nipples and vesugh for water.

Maximum acceptable live weight density for rearing layeltets is40 kg live weight per frcage floor
area.

Birds per cage includes roosters run with hens.

SB3.9 A person in charge must ensure that all caged chicken breeders weighing more than 4.5 kg
live weight have the following minimum acceptable space allowances:

Birds per cage Maximum live weight per unit of floor
3 or more birds per cage 46 kg/nt
2 birds per cage 40 kg/n?
Single birds cages 26 kg/nt

NB: Floor area is measured in a horizontal plane and includes the area under the egg/waste baffle and
the area undethe drinking nipples and veeough for water.

Maximum acceptable live weight density fearing chickemreeders is 40 kg live weight pef oage
floor area.

Birds per cage include roosters run with hens.
Stocking DensitiedNon ¢ Caged Systems

SB3.10 A person in charge must not exceed a stocking density &f86? (measured as bird
density in the useable area) fpullets and adult birdsricluding roosters).

Guidelines

General guidelines are also recommended in Part A to minimise the tis& teelfare of chicken
breeders.

The guidelines in Part B1 and Part B2 are also recommended to apply, as approptlae, to
husbandrymethods being used to rear and manage chicken breeders.

GB3.1 Hens should be provided with a minimum of one single nest for every 7 bifdse2anest
boxes for every 120 birds.

GB3.2 Where slatted or perforated plastic flooring is used, the smaller of the dimensions of the
gaps or perforationshouldbe no greater tAn 25 mm.
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