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Rest (spell) prior to transport

In the current draft Standards and Guidelines, feed, water and rest considerations are
included as guidelines and do not take into account the specific needs of animals that are
at an increased risk during transport, particularly over long distances. The Standards must
include rest periods and extra consideration to be given for the following categories of
animals: animals that are pregnant; animals that have recently given birth; animals that
are lactating or with young at foot; livestock unaccustomed to handling; livestock that are
stressed and fatigued prior to transport; immature livestock and weak livestock.

Issues associated with animal handling

The draft Standards and Guidelines (SAS5.6ii) state that it is acceptable to lift / drag
poultry, sheep, goats and pigs if they are less than three months old. AACT strongly
believes that it is unacceptable to lift or drag any animal by one leg, regardless of age.
Therefore, this Standard should be removed.

AACT also finds the use of electric cattle prods on any animal unacceptable. The use of

electric cattle prods must be banned. Alternative handling aids such as rattles, flappers
and flags should be used instead, along with other low-stress handling techniques.
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