B10 Specific requirements for the land
transport of poultry
Standards
General standards in Part A also apply to minimise risks to the welfare of poultry during
transport.
SB10.1 Time off water must not exceed the time periods given below:
Class Maximum time off water (hours)
Poultry 24
Chicks 602 following take offe

SB10.2

SB10.3

SB10.4

SB10.5

SB10.6

SB10.7
SB10.8
SB10.9

a Normal allowable time off water is 72 hours, allowing 12 hours for hatching
time before removal (take off) from the hatchery

b Water deprivation time allowed can be up to 72 hours if provided with
hydrating material in the transport container

Poultry, excluding chicks, must have access to food within the 12 hours before
assembly for transport.

Poultry, excluding chicks, must not be held in containers for more than
24 hours, unless provided with feed, water and shelter.

Containers must:

i)  be lifted and placed with care

i)  be positioned on the vehicle in an upright position without excessive
tilting

iii) not be dropped or thrown

iv) be securely attached to the vehicle

v) be suitable for the intended purpose.

Poultry with broken legs or poultry that are unable to walk must not be
transported.

Poultry, excluding chicken breeder birds, geese, turkeys and ducks, must not
be lifted or carried by the head, neck, wings, feathers or tail feathers unless
otherwise supported by the breast.

Exceptions are permitted for:

i)  chicken breeder birds and adult geese may be lifted and carried by the
base of both wings

i) turkeys may be lifted by the tail feathers and neck or by a leg and a wing

iii) ducks may be lifted and carried by their necks or by the base of both
wings.

Legs of poultry must not be tied together.
Electric prodders must not be used on poultry.
The approved methods for humane destruction of poultry are cervical
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dislocation, decapitation or use of CO; gas.

Guidelines

General guidelines are also recommended in Part A to minimise the risk to the welfare of
poultry during transport.

Fitness

GB10.1 A decision to transport poultry should be made after considering the welfare
of the animal concerned and the treatment and management options.

GB10.2  Stops during transport journeys should be avoided when transporting poultry.
Birds should be inspected as far as practical during any stop that has to be
made.

GB10.3  All parties involved in chick transport should have the relevant consignment
details, including the numbers of chicks, the date and time of dispatch,
anticipated time of arrival and contact details for the relevant person(s).

GB10.4  Numbers of birds found dead on arrival should be recorded and the
information communicated to the consignor and transporter.

Note

Selecting poultry occurs in the weeks before transport as part on the on-farm
culling practices by the grower. Effective culling procedures should be in
place to ensure that any birds found unsuitable or unthrifty for transport are
managed on farm or humanely destroyed before the day of pick-up.

Food and water

GB10.5  Poultry, excluding chicks, should have access to food within the 12 hours
before assembly for transport, and within 12 hours of removal from their
transport containers

GB10.6  Birds held in containers in holding for slaughter should be slaughtered as soon
as possible.

GB10.7 ~ Where poultry are sold at auctions, markets or saleyards, they should be
unloaded without delay. Poultry should be placed in pens or containers at
appropriate densities and provided with food and water as required.

Loading density

GB10.8  Bird liveweight, available floor space per container, weather conditions and
journey conditions should be taken into account when determining the
number of birds per container.

GB10.9  During hot and cold weather, depending on the humidity and air flow, the
number of birds per container should be adjusted to keep load temperatures
and humidity within an acceptable range.

GB10.10 All birds should be able to sit on the floor at the same time.
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GB10.11

The following space allowances should be provided:

Category Floor space

Day-old chicksa 455 chicks per m2 (= 22 cm?floor space)
Poultry up to 1.6 kg 40 birds per m?

Poultry 1.6-2.2 kg 36 birds per m?

Poultry 2.2-3.0 kg 28 birds per m?

Poultry 3.0-5.0 kg 20 birds per m?

Turkeys 3.0-5.0 kg 25 birds per m?

Poultry more than 5.0 kg 100 cm?per kg

Adult pigeons 450 cm?/bird

Squabs 200 cm?/bird

a Chicks in hot weather should have the density reduced and in cold weather this density may be
increased to 472 chicks/m? (21 cm? per chick). Heavier meat chicks (=50 g) should have more
area.

Note

General standards in Chapter 5 apply to poultry to ensure that the loading
density is appropriate and to minimise the risk to the welfare of birds.

Vehicle and facilities

Temperature

GB10.12

GB10.13

GB10.14

GB10.15

GB10.16

GB10.17

Birds being transported in cold conditions may be affected by windchill,
particularly if they are wet. Birds, both at the front and the back of the
vehicle, should be protected from the extremes of the weather while being
transported, as the temperature between the top and bottom and front and back
of the vehicle can differ significantly.

Suitable covers that enable sufficient natural ventilation should be used to
protect birds in containers from wind and rain, and from cold conditions.
Careful consideration should be given to the use of side covers, as these can
significantly reduce air flow through the load, and prevent adequate ventilation.

The air temperature in a load of live poultry, other than day-old chicks should
be maintained between 10-30°C. For chicks, temperatures should be
maintained between 25-35°C.

If temperature exceeds 30°C when transporting poultry (excluding chicks), or
while waiting to unload at the processing plant, vehicles should not be left
stationary, without shade, fans, misters, or other cooling being provided.

Where facilities are not available for protection from the weather, birds in
transit or waiting unloading for slaughter should not be required to remain in a
parked vehicle for more than 2 hours.

Arrangements made for the pick up, transport and slaughter should ensure that
the time the birds remain in containers from pick-up to processing is
minimised, particularly in hot weather.

Note

Stops during transport journeys are undesirable when transporting poultry.
Routine inspections when transporting poultry are also not advised as
stationary vehicles may not have optimal ventilation and temperature levels
for poultry being transported.
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Vehicles
GB10.18

GB10.19

GB10.20

GB10.21

GB10.22

Time spent in containers is calculated from the time of placement into the
container, not the time transport begins. Travel, including the time catching
and unloading, must be completed within 24 hours for poultry, excluding
chicks, unless feed and water is provided.

Airflow in fully enclosed vehicles should be monitored and adjusted as
necessary.

Containers and boxes for chicks should be stacked in a way that facilitates
ventilation during transport.

Birds should be carried in properly designed containers to prevent toe and
foot damage when they are moved or stacked, and the containers should be
strong enough to prevent the possibility of collapse when stacked.

Container doors should be as large as practical, and openings for meat
chickens are recommended to be 20 cm wide and 22 cm high or greater. The
following transport container heights are recommended:

Category Minimum height (cm)
Chicks, turkey poults, ducklings 12
Squabs 15
Meat chickens 23
Started pullets, ducks, end-of-lay hens,
25
meat and layer breeders
Turkeys 32

Turkey containers should be appropriately designed to minimise injury if
birds are allowed to stand.

Handling, catching and loading (pick-up)

GB10.23

GB10.24

GB10.25

GB10.26

GB10.27

GB10.28

Care should be taken when carrying meat chickens to reduce the risk of injury
and to keep birds calm. For meat chickens weighing less than 1.7 kg loaded
by hand, the maximum carried should be 11 birds, with 5-6 chickens in each
hand.

For meat chickens weighing more than 1.7-2 kg, the maximum number of
birds carried should be 4-5 birds at a time in each hand, depending on their
liveweight.

Layer or breeder hens may be carried in a manner that allows up to 4 or
5 birds to be carried at a time in each hand, depending on their liveweight.

When removed from cages, end-of-lay hens should be held either firmly
around the body or by both legs, not by a single leg, which could cause
injuries. A breast support slide should be used for end-of-lay hens.

During assembly and pick-up of caged end-of-lay hens, transport containers
should be placed as close as possible to the cages to minimise handling and
carrying birds, subject to biosecurity arrangements.

When loose housed birds are assembled, actions should be taken to ensure
birds are calm and smothering is prevented. This may include adjusting light
intensity, or the use of corrals or partitions.
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GB10.29

GB10.30

Conveyors should not be on steep angles or operated at speeds that cause
birds to smother.

Where possible, food troughs, drinkers and moveable perches should be
removed from the catching area before catching begins.

Note

Particular care needs to be taken with end-of-lay hens and meat chickens to
reduce the risk of injury and to keep birds calm.

Humane destruction

GB10.31

The preferred methods for humane destruction of poultry are cervical
dislocation or use of CO, gas.

Note

Cervical dislocation involves partial separation of the head or brain from the
spinal cord. The resulting damage to the nervous system leads to cardiac and
respiratory arrest and death. The method requires a high degree of skill to be
humane.
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