




 

 Specific requirements for the land transport of horses 69 

GB8.3 Mares in the last trimester of pregnancy and those in early lactation should not 
be transported for periods longer than 8 hours to reduce the risk of metabolic 
disease and herpes virus related abortions. They should be spelled for 
12 hours before reloading. 

GB8.4 Mares in the last month of pregnancy should not be transported unless under 
veterinary advice, which should include the following provisions: 

• water deprivation time should not exceed 8 hours 
• feed and water should be provided immediately before loading and upon 

unloading 
• additional space should be provided on the vehicle to enable the mare to 

lie down 
• the mare should be separated from other horses 
• veterinary advice should be sought. 

GB8.5 Mares that have given birth should not be transported within 7 days of foaling 
except when under veterinary advice or travelling for treatment. In this case, 
adequate space for lying down, and bedding, feed and water should be 
provided. Horses should also be able to be inspected. 

GB8.6 Horses should be at least a body condition score of 2 before transport, as 
described in Table B8.1 below.  

Table B8.1 Equine body condition score 
Score Description 

0 Very poor Very sunken rump, deep cavity under tail, skin tight over bones, very 
prominent backbone and pelvis, marked ewe neck 

1 Poor  Sunken rump, cavity under tail, ribs clearly visible, prominent backbone 
and croup, ewe neck (narrow and slack) 

2 Moderate  Flat rump either side of backbone, ribs just visible, narrow but firm neck, 
backbone well covered 

3 Good Rounded rump, ribs just covered but easily felt, no crest, firm neck 

4 Fat Rump well rounded, gutter along back, ribs and pelvis hard to feel, slight 
crest 

5 Very fat Very bulging rump, deep gutter along back, ribs buried, marked crest, fold 
and lumps of fat 

Source: Carroll CL and Huntington PJ (1988). Body condition scoring and weight estimation of horses. Equine 
Veterinary Journal 20(1):41–45. 
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GB8.7 Lameness assessment should be made using the lameness scoring system 
described in Table B8.2, below. 

Table B8.2 Equine lameness condition score 

Score Lameness assessment 

0 Lameness not perceptible under any circumstances 

1 Lameness difficult to observe, not consistently apparent regardless of 
circumstances (eg weight carrying, circling, inclines, hard surface) 

2 Lameness difficult to observe at a walk to trot in a straight line (eg 
weight carrying, circling, inclines, hard surface) 

3 Lameness consistently observable at a trot under all circumstances 
4 Lameness obvious, marked nodding, hitching and/or shortened stride 

5 Lameness obvious, minimal weight bearing in motion or rest, inability 
to move 

Source: American Association of Equine Practitioners Scale of Lameness Grading.1984 

Food and water 

GB8.8 Adult horses should be fed and watered every 5 hours and as soon as possible 
after unloading, with a suitable quality and quantity of feed and water to 
minimise colic risk. 

Loading density 

General standards in Chapter 5 apply to horses to ensure that the loading density is 
appropriate and is managed to minimise the risk to the welfare of livestock. 

GB8.9 The following minimum space allowances should be provided:  

Class of livestock  Floor area (m2/head) 

Adult horses  1.2a 
Horses 18–24 months 1.0a 
Horses 12–18 months 0.9a 
Horses 5–12 months 0.7a 
a These figures may increase by up to 10% for adult horses and up to 20% for young horses and foals 

GB8.10 The number of bays provided on the vehicle should be selected according to 
the duration of travel; the ventilation capacity of the vehicle; the size, class 
and condition of the horses; and whether feed and water is to be provided as 
part of the journey.  

GB8.11 Mares with foals at foot and young horses should be provided with additional 
space to allow the foal to suck, and both foals and young horses to lie down as 
required.  

Vehicle and facilities 

GB8.12 Pens or stall partitions should be strong and safe, allow air flow and be 
removable if an animal collapses.  



 

 Specific requirements for the land transport of horses 71 

GB8.13 Walls should be padded or constructed using a suitable material to avoid 
rubbing or injury, from a level of 75 cm above the floor to a height level with 
the animal’s back. Padding may be required to protect the animals’ head.  

GB8.14 Bows on body trucks and single-deck semitrailers should be at least 2 m high 
and padded to their full length to a thickness of 2 cm of soft material.  

GB8.15 A mechanical means of forcing air circulation should be installed for enclosed 
vehicles, unless vents with natural ventilation are provided and are effective. 
Effective ventilation may reduce the impact of heat during transport and travel 
sickness in horses. 

GB8.16 For controlled environment vehicles, temperature gauges and the ventilation 
system should be checked before transport and every 3 hours during transport. 
Alarms or a monitoring system should be fitted to alert the driver to any 
problem.  

GB8.17 Horses may baulk from hollow sounds caused by walking on ramps. This can 
be alleviated by using matting or providing earth, sand or sawdust on the floor 
of the ramp and vehicle. 

GB8.18 Flooring should be cleaned before transport. Floors should be drained, 
absorbent or covered with litter to absorb urine when transporting for longer 
durations. 

Note 
Vehicles for transporting horses may vary from single horse floats to 
commercial prime movers with partitioned pens or stalls. 

Two-horse trailers  
GB8.19 Where a single horse is being transported in a two-horse trailer, the horse 

should be placed on the driver’s side of the trailer or float.  

GB8.20 Where two horses are travelling in a two-horse trailer, the larger or heavier 
horse should be penned on the driver’s side.  

Handling 

General standards in Chapter 5 apply to horses to ensure that the loading density is 
appropriate and is managed to minimise the risk to the welfare of livestock. 

GB8.21 Horses that are unfamiliar to each other may become aggressive or stressed 
during the journey and should be segregated. The group should be assessed 
before loading to determine likely aggressive behaviour and whether 
segregation is needed. 

GB8.22 Stallions should be segregated if they behave aggressively. 

GB8.23 Unbroken horses, pregnant mares, mares with foals at foot and animals that 
have health conditions should be segregated. 

GB8.24 Horses should not be routinely sedated for travel. If sedation is necessary, it 
should be administered by a veterinarian. Sedated horses should be stabilised 
if possible, segregated and not unduly affected by the motion of the vehicle. 
Action should be taken immediately on identifying a recumbent horse to 
separate it from other horses to avoid injury. 
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GB8.25 Where horses are rugged, ventilation should be appropriate so that horses do 
not overheat and become dehydrated. Fitted hoods, blinkers, knee or hock 
caps, pads and bandages may protect horses during transport. 

GB8.26 Where there are no partitions on the vehicle, or where horses are travelling in 
groups, hind shoes should be removed. 

GB8.27 Manual lifting of foals is permitted for animals that may have difficulty in 
negotiating ramps. 

GB8.28 Unbroken horses should be trained in basic handling practices before 
transport. 

GB8.29 Dogs should not be used to move horses. 

Humane destruction  

GB8.30 A rifle shot by the frontal method (Figure B8.1, below) is the preferred 
method of humanely destroying horses. For adult horses, a rifle should deliver 
at least the power of a standard 0.22 magnum cartridge. For foals, a rifle 
should deliver at least the power of a standard 0.22-long rifle cartridge.   

 
Figure B8.1 Humane destruction of horses using the frontal method 

Note: (A) indicates the frontal method. The dot indicates the point of aim and 
the arrow indicates the direction of aim.  




