B7 Specific requirements for the land

transport of goats

Standards

General standards in Part A also apply to minimise risks to the welfare of goats during

transport.

SB7.1

SB7.2

SB7.3

Time off water must not exceed the time periods given below:

Goats Maximum time off water (hours)
Goats over 6 months old 48

Kids under 6 months old 28

Goats known to be more than 14 weeks 24

pregnant excluding the last 2 weeks

If goats over 6 months old have been off water for 48 hours, they must be
spelled for 36 hours before starting another journey.

If kids have been off water for 28 hours, they must be spelled for 12 hours
before starting another journey.

If goats known to be more than 14 weeks pregnant excluding the last 2 weeks,
have been off water for 24 hours, they must be spelled for 12 hours before
starting another journey.

Approved methods of humane destruction for:

i)  goats over 6 months old are firearm, captive bolt, lethal injection or
bleeding out; bleeding out by neck cut must be done only by a competent
operator and in situations where there is no firearm or captive bolt
available

i)  kids are firearm, captive bolt, lethal injection, bleeding out or blunt
trauma; bleeding out by neck cut must be done only by a competent
operator and in situations where there is no firearm or captive bolt
available; blunt trauma must only be used for kids that are less than
24 hours old and where there is no firearm or captive bolt available.

Guidelines

General guidelines are also recommended in Part A to minimise the risk to the welfare of
goats during transport.

Fitness

GB7.1

Additional considerations for goat welfare should be made for long-distance
travel:

o for goats over 6 months old after 36 hours time off water
o for goats under 6 months old after 20 hours off water
o for goats in the third trimester of pregnancy after 12 hours off water.
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GB7.2

GB7.3

These considerations should include:

i)  that the goats are considered fit for the remainder of the intended
journey

i) adverse weather conditions are not prevailing or predicted

iii)  alonger spell time at the end of the journey

iv) the recent management of the goats before first loading.

A decision to transport a goat with one of the following conditions should be
made after considering the welfare of the animal concerned and the treatment
and management options. The conditions include unwell, lethargy, profuse
diarrhoea, disease, wounds or abscesses.

Weak goats should be transported directly to the nearest available destination.

Food and water

GB7.4

GB7.5

GB7.6

GB7.7

GB7.8

GB7.9

GB7.10

All goats — particularly wet and weak goats — should be fed dry hay or fibre
before transport, allowing for curfew periods as appropriate, to sustain them
for the journey.

Goats to be transported longer than 24 hours should be fed and watered within
5 hours before loading.

Between mustering and loading, water and feed should be provided for goats
if:

goats are to remain in the yards for more than 24 hours

goats are expected to be off water for 24 hours or more during travel
goats are weak, wet, pregnant or with kids at foot

goats are fatigued from mustering, have been mustered over a long
distance from pastoral country, or have been mustered by helicopter.

Goats should be fed and watered as soon as possible after unloading.

Unmanaged goats should be kept in paddocks for at least 3—4 days, and
should be drafted and fed water and hay so that they become accustomed to
lot-feeding before transport to a feedlot or depot.

Goats in the third trimester of pregnancy, lactating goats and kids younger
than 7 days should not be deprived of water for more than 12 hours. They
should be provided with food and water upon arrival and should be spelled for
at least 12 hours before starting another journey.

Goats more than 4 months pregnant should be transported under the following
conditions:

o water deprivation time should not exceed 8 hours

o feed and water should be provided immediately before loading and upon
unloading

o additional space should be provided on the vehicle

o different classes of goats should be segregated

o veterinary advice should be sought.
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GB7.11

Under cold conditions in southern Australia, time off water should only be
extended under the following conditions:

o weather conditions are considered to be a welfare risk due to wind chill
hypothermia

e goats are assessed to be fit for the remainder of the intended journey

o the additional time off water is spent on a stationary vehicle or in a facility

e adocument states the location, date, start and finish times of the delay.

Loading densities

General standards in Chapter 5 apply to goats to ensure that the loading density is
appropriate and is managed to minimise the risk to the welfare of livestock.

GB7.12

The following space allowances should be provided:

Mean liveweight (kg) Minimum floor area (m?/head)
20 0.15
30 0.17
40 0.22
50 0.25
60 0.28

Vehicles and facilities

GB7.13

GB7.14

Handling

GB7.15

GB7.16
GB7.17

GB7.18

GB7.19

GB7.20

Kids and newly shorn goats (8-10 days off shears) are susceptible to
windchill and should be transported in vehicles with enclosed fronts or
provided with protection during weather that could cause heat or cold stress or
sunburn.

Ramp slopes for goats should ideally be 20 degrees. Inclines should be no
more than 30 degrees for permanently installed ramps, and 45 degrees for
portable or adjustable ramps.

Goats should be handled in small groups, particularly kids and heavily
pregnant does, to minimise injury.

Goats should be picked up by supporting the whole body.

Bucks should be segregated from does and young stock with groups of bucks
penned separately from all other animals.

Horned goats may be restrained by holding the horn at its base, not at its tip,
as this may cause the horn to break.

Where disbudding is applied for dairy goats, this should be carried out at least
7 days before transport.

Horn trimming or removing sharp horn points is recommended to minimise
injury to other goats. Where tipping is applied for bucks, horns should be
tipped within 2.5-5 cm from the tip (no further down than 2 cm diameter of
horn) and for does less than 2 cm from tip to avoid sensitive zones. Tipping,
where applied, should be done at least 7 days before transport.
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GB7.21  Collars, ropes and chains used to halter goats should be made from materials
that will not predispose the animals to injury. If they remain on the animal
during transport, precautions should be taken to prevent animals from injury.

GB7.22  Electric prodders should not be used on pregnant goats.

Humane destruction

GB7.23  The poll method is the preferred method of humane destruction for goats (see
Figure B7.1, below). A firearm should deliver at least the power of a standard
0.22-long rifle cartridge.

Figure B7.1 Humane destruction of goats using the poll position

Note: (A) indicates the frontal method and (B) indicates the poll method. The
dots indicate the point of aim and the arrows indicates the direction of aim
for the positions.
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