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GB6.11 The following minimum space allowances should be provided:  

Emus (age in months) Minimum space per bird (m2)a 

Up to 2  0.15–0.43 

2–4 0.44 

4–6  0.47 
6–9  0.53 
9–12  0.64 
12–14  0.76 
More than 14  0.84 
a Space allowance for ostriches remains to be developed; chicks may be transported in small  
groups of 4–6 birds per crate (0.75 m2); juvenile birds (ostriches) should be transported at  
0.57 m2 per bird. 

Note 
General standards in Chapter 5 apply to ratites to ensure that the loading 
density is appropriate and to minimise the risk to the welfare of birds.  

Vehicle, containers and facilities 

GB6.12 Yards should have solid enclosed walls. Where portable yards are used, the 
partitions should be well constructed and yard flooring should be firm to 
avoid injury to birds and birds being clawed by other birds.  

GB6.13 Fencing should be at least 1.5 m high in yards.  

GB6.14 Yards should contain adequate shade to prevent sunburn and skin damage and 
feeding or watering facilities should be well positioned with adequate space to 
avoid aggression between birds. Where possible, misters should also be 
available.  

GB6.15 Ratites should be conditioned to use yards on a monthly basis at least 
6 months before being assembled for transport and avoid stress during 
herding.  

GB6.16 Vehicle compartments should be appropriately designed to minimise injury, 
with sufficiently high sides where birds are to stand. The crate height on the 
vehicle should be higher than the birds being transported, so that birds can 
stand comfortably.  

GB6.17 The transport vehicle should be dimly lit and provide fresh air but chicks 
especially must be protected from chilling and extremes in temperature. 

GB6.18 Ramp slopes should be no more than 25 degrees. 

GB6.19 Transport vehicles should have nonslip, moisture-absorbing floor coverings 
(ie sand, sawdust or wood shavings) to ensure birds maintain footing during 
transport. Bedding that can be ingested is not recommended for chicks less 
than 3 weeks old. 

Note 
Injury can occur when ostriches and emus panic, run or trample each other 
and rub against yard fences or partitions. Air-sprung trucks reduce the impact 
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of the road surface during transport and the possibility of birds falling or 
slipping.  

Temperature 
GB6.20 Birds being transported in cold conditions may be affected by windchill, 

particularly if they are wet. Birds, both at the front and the back of the 
vehicle, should be protected from the extremes of the weather while being 
transported, as the temperature between the top and bottom and front and back 
of the vehicle can differ significantly. 

GB6.21 Suitable covers that allow sufficient natural ventilation should be used to 
protect birds in containers from wind and rain, and from excessively cold 
conditions.  

GB6.22 If temperature exceeds 30oC when transporting ratites or while waiting to 
unload, vehicles should not be left stationary, without shade, fans, misters, or 
other cooling being provided. During temperatures greater than 35°C, 
transport of ratites should be avoided, unless actions are taken to minimise 
heat stress. 

GB6.23 Where facilities are not available for protection from the weather, birds in 
transit or waiting unloading for slaughter should not be left in a parked 
vehicle for more than 2 hours.  

GB6.24 Transport and slaughter processes should minimise the time the birds remain 
in containers (from pick up to processing), particularly in hot weather.  
Note 
Time spent in containers for chicks should be calculated from the time of 
placement into the container, not the time transport begins. Stops are 
undesirable when transporting ratites. Providing feed and water during 
transport can reduce the impact of weather conditions. Ratites are often 
calmer when transported at night during summer months. 

Ventilation during transport 
GB6.25 Airflow in fully enclosed vehicles should be monitored and adjusted as 

necessary.  

GB6.26 Containers for chicks should be stacked to maximise ventilation during 
transport. Vehicle compartments should allow effective air exchange for 
juvenile and mature birds being transported. 

Handling 

GB6.27 Small birds should be picked up by supporting the body and not lifted solely 
by the legs.  

GB6.28 When birds are herded, actions should be taken to ensure birds remain calm 
and injuries, aggression and stress are minimised. This may include darkening 
the yard entrance by covering raceways or the use of corrals or partitions. 
Darkening the crate on the transport vehicle may encourage birds to sit down. 

GB6.29 ‘Hooding’ of the head is recommended as a safe and reliable method of aiding 
restraint for ostrich over six months of age. Hooded birds should be restrained 
and attended at all times when they are outdoors and when they are indoors in 
the presence of ostrich that are also hooded. Hooded birds can still kick and 
move about. 
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Note 
Effort should be made to reduce stress while ratites are being loaded, 
transported or unloaded. Ratites can be frightened easily. If allowed to panic 
and run at high speeds, they can be injured by colliding with fences, vehicles 
and other items. Farmed ratites may be accustomed to handling and are used 
to being handled in groups. Flocking behaviour means groups are more 
easily handled than individuals. 

Humane destruction  

GB6.30 A shot gun is the preferred firearm for humane destruction where close 
restraint is not possible. 

Note 
 

Ratites can be shot by firearm using the temporal method: the projectile is 
aimed to enter the skull midway between the eye and the base of the ear on 
the same side of the head. The projectile should be directed horizontally 
(position A in Figure B6.1 and Figure B6.2).  

 

Figure B6.1 Humane destruction of emu 
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Figure B6.2 Humane destruction of ostrich 

 




