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B3 Specif ic  requirements for  the land 
transport  of  camels 

Standards 

General standards in Part A also apply, to minimise risks to the welfare of camels during 
transport.  

SB3.1 Time off water must not exceed the time periods given below: 

Class Maximum time off water (hours) 
Camels over 6 months old 
Camels known to be more than 9 
months pregnant excluding the last 4 
weeks 

24  
24  

SB3.2 Journey time for camels over 6 months old, excluding camels known to be in 
the final month of pregnancy, may be extended to 72 hours only under the 
following conditions: 

i) camels must be watered and fed on the vehicle every 24 hours 

ii) there must be space for all camels to lie down 

iii) regular assessments must be made that the camels are fit for the 
remainder of the intended journey 

iv) camels must be allowed a spell of 24 hours before starting another 
journey. 

SB3.3 If camels over 6 months old or camels known to be more than 9 months 
pregnant, excluding the last 4 weeks, have been off water for 24 hours, they 
must be spelled for 12 hours before starting another journey.  

SB3.4 Camels known to be in the last 4 weeks of pregnancy must be transported 
under veterinary advice unless the journey is less than 4 hours. 

SB3.5 Camels must have a minimum of 100 mm clearance between the top of their 
hump and the livestock crate.  

SB3.6 Electric prodders must only be used on camels after reasonable actions to 
cause movement have failed. 

SB3.7 Dogs must not be used to move camels. 

SB3.8 Approved methods of humane destruction for camels over 6 months old are 
firearm captive bolt or lethal injection. 

 Approved methods of humane destruction for camels less than 6 months old 
are firearm, captive bolt, lethal injection or blunt trauma. Blunt trauma must 
only be used when there is no other approved option for humane destruction, 
and only on camel calves that are less than 24 hours old. 

Note 
Usually, camels are watered on transport vehicles for long distance journeys. 
Unloading for spells should be avoided for welfare and biosecurity reasons. 
However, spells longer than 4 hours during transport can be deducted from 
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the total water deprivation time. A spell less than 4 hours is not 
recommended or recognised for calculation of water deprivation time, but 
can be taken as necessary.  

Guidelines 

General guidelines are also recommended in Part A to minimise the risk to the welfare of 
camels during transport. 

Fitness 

GB3.1 Conditions that could cause camel welfare to decline during transport and 
should be considered unfit for transport might include lethargic camels and 
camels with profuse diarrhoea, disease, wounds or abscesses. A decision to 
transport a camel should be made after considering the welfare of the animal 
concerned, as well as the treatment and management options.  

Food and water 

GB3.2 Camels should be fed and watered as soon as possible after unloading. Camels 
should be trained by progressive extension of water deprivation time before 
going without water for longer periods. 

GB3.3 Camels should be monitored carefully when reintroducing them to water 
following transport. Dehydrated camels may gorge themselves when 
reintroduced to water, with adverse effects on their welfare.  

GB3.4 Camels in the third trimester of pregnancy should not be deprived of water for 
more than 12 hours and they should be spelled for 12 hours before starting 
another journey. 

GB3.5 Camels more than 12 months pregnant should be transported under the 
following provisions: 

• water deprivation time should not exceed 8 hours 
• feed and water should be provided immediately before loading and upon 

unloading 
• additional space should be provided on the vehicle 
• different classes of camels should be segregated  
• veterinary advice should be sought. 

Loading density 

GB3.6 The following space allowances should be provided:  

Mean liveweight (kg) 12.2 m x 2.3 m (deck)a 

Less than 250 30–32 
250–300 28 
300–350 26 
350–400 24 
400–500 20 
500–600 18 
600–700 16 

a Based on standing room only. Camels need additional space to sit down on long journeys.  
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Vehicles and facilities 

GB3.7 Yards should have race walls with a height of 1.8 m, and metal loading races 
should be covered with dirt to avoid excessive noise and foot damage. Yards 
should be large enough to allow all camels to lie down at the same time. 

GB3.8 Camels should spend as little time as possible on hard surfaces that can cause 
injury to foot pads or that wear the pedestal and kneeling pads of the animal.  

GB3.9 Resting hump clearance for land transport is 100 mm. When moving, the 
highest part of the camel is the hump, while the head is generally lowered. 
Hump height will lower by 100 mm–200 mm between resting and walking 
state, allowing clearance under gates and stays.  

GB3.10 Large camels should be transported in single-deck vehicles or a crate with a 
vertical clearance of 2 m, unless the crate construction allows for hump height 
clearance as specified above. Yearling camels may be transported in double 
decks provided they do not contact overhead structures.  

Handling 

GB3.11 Camels should be left on the vehicle during rest or watering stops and parked 
under shade in hot conditions, where possible. 

GB3.12 If camels are to be tied up, they should be released and allowed to stand at 
least every four hours.  

GB3.13 Camels may be temporarily tied in sternal recumbency to prevent injury. 
Camels should not be tied to trees or other structures by ropes or halters that 
are attached to the neck unless sufficient rope and low tying of the rope is 
provided.  

GB3.14 Electric prodders should only be used on camels as an absolute last resort. 

Humane destruction  

GB3.15 Trained camels should be sat down before humane destruction. 

GB3.16 For adult camels, a firearm should deliver at least the power of a standard 
0.22 magnum cartridge and, for calves, a firearm should deliver at least the 
power of a standard 0.22-long rifle cartridge. 

GB3.17 For mature bull camels and especially bulls in rut, the captive bolt, if used, 
should only be applied to the poll position. Bulls in rut develop thick glands at 
the top of the head that prevent the effective use of the captive bolt by the 
frontal method. 
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Figure B3.1 Humane destruction of camels 

Note: (A) indicates the frontal method and (B) indicates the poll method. The 
arrows indicate the direction of aim for the positions.  

 

 




